





The Talent Extravaganza Order of Acts
(Information is subject to change)
1. "In the Mood"- Dordt Jazz Band
2. "Red Hooded Sweatshirt"
3. "Stand on the Rock"
4. "Profound Thoughts"




9. "ALittle Surnp'n Sump'n"
10. "Fly Away"- Books and Comics
11. "Stomping Bag"
12. "Chflle Pepper"
13. "More Than Words"
14. "Magazine"











Four hundred and thirty
two sandwiches. Four hundred
and twenty five bowls of soup.
Innumerable slices of pie. Last
Saturday. February 6. the PLlA
Soup Supper catered to the
hunger needs of over 400 people
who came to support PLIA while
they got a great meal.
PLIA treasurer Kevin
Verschuure organized the sup-
per. For the last several months,
Verschuure has been planning
this huge fundraiser. He began
in December when he contacted
21 local churches for donations
of soup, sandwich meat and
pies. In previous years, the
biggest worry was the possibility
of a lack of food. This year, how-
ever, was different. Verschuure
Supper
said, "Overall, when it came to
the day, we got a lot more than
we expected. It was pretty phe-
nomerral!" For example, by
Saturday night, over 75 pies had
been donated, deliciously more
than necessary.
So many people helped to
make the soup supper a success.
Blue Bunny donated the milk
and ice cream. The Commons
generously helped by providing,
among other things, seating
room, . cooking tips and kitchen
utensils. Advertising was aided
by bulletin announcements, fly-
ers, and radio spots on KDCR
and KSOU. Verschuure says the
highlight of the evening was
"how everyone came through in
the end. Everyone was willing to
come and work together to make
the soup supper possible."
Stinkin' Garbage throws out their effort during the Talent Extravaganza tryouts. (left to right:
Kim DeGroot, Jared Schiltz, Andy Keizer and Josh Iverson) [Photo by Travis Bonnema]
Talent Extravaganza returns
by Tricia Van Ee
Staff Reporter
Dot-dt's 19th annual Talent
Extravaganza is coming to the
BJ Haan Auditorium on
Saturday. February 20. at 7:00
p.rn. This traditional activity
put on by the Student Activities
Committee promises 17 of
Dordt's finest acts, and a few
surprises along the way.
The Talent Extravaganza,
which is organized this year-by
senior NateTeWmkel,will consist of
music, skits, dance, comedy rou-
tines and other unique perfor-
mances.
Students wishing to per-
form in the yearly event had to
fill out an application and audi-
tion for a SAC sub-committee a
few weeks prior to the event.
Students wishing to emcee also
went through the audition pro-
cess. This year's Talent
Extravaganza emcees are senior
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Volunteers served over 400 people at the PLiA soup
supper. [Photo by Travis Bonnema]
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The Diamond is published by students
of Dordt College to present and dis-
cuss events on campus and beyond.
Any letters, comments or opinions are
welcome. Contributions must be
received before 4:00 p.m. the Monday
before publication to be printed in that






Opinions expressed are not necessari-
ly the view of the Diamond or of Dordt
College, but represent the views of
individual writers. The Diamond
reserves the right to edit or refuse pub-
lication of any contribution.
The missing pipe in Dordt's organ.
by Sean Gregg
Co-Editor-in-chief
The things that won't be on
the test were the main parts of
three lectures given last
Tuesday. About thirty students
gathered to gain wisdom from
three professors in the North Hall
lobby.
Professors Mike Vanden
Bosch, James Mahaffy and
David Helmstetter were asked to
give students their last lecture.
They thought about what wis-
dom they might want to pass on
to their students if they were
about to retire. Mahaffy admitted
that he wasn't sure if the point
was that the world was ending,
or his students were dying, or if
he was going to retire.
Helmstetter presented the
first last lecture. He began by
focusing on what he wished he
had been done. He wished he
had talked less, listened more
[Photo by Joe Trosen]
and cared more about his class-
es at times. The end of his lec-
ture focused on what he wishes
we would do as a community.
The focus shifted from regret
to hope. It was not simply a
lament of lost opportunities,
but a call to action for the future.
Helmstetter was followed
by Mahaffy. He started by
mentioning that he grew up
in Africa, and told the "class"
how he came to Dordt.
Though he did mention
scraping mites from his
forehead for his class to see, he
spoke of topics outside the range
of biology.
Vanden Bosch wished that
he had not been sarcastic a time
or two. He also taught several
lessons through poetry. He told
of a time when he passed a man
digging through a dumpster and
did not offer the help he should
have. He also read a poem that
he wrote in response to a view of
BJ Haan organ
• • •regains missing pipe
the music department and the
maintenance crew quickly
removed the pipe and shipped it
back to the factory. The pipe had
to be re-measured from the orig-
inal plans, and the new pipe was
made. The new pipe was
installed this past week. As Dr.
Joan Ringenvole said, "One dam-
aged pipe means a lot of work.
Iwould like to thank mainte-
nance for their work on this
project."
Today, when organs are
built, they contain internal sup-
port systems which prevent all
the weight to be placed on the
bottom of the pipe. Maintenance
plans to build a similar support
system for the Dordt Casavant
~OOA< !!~oVgujd ~~to .!:'arn
:illPre.;.ahQ.utthe, Dorette organ. a
new book tells the story of the
organ's designer. "Gerhard
Bruzema", edited by Thomas
Donahue. is available in the
Dordt Library.
Prof. Vanden Bosch teaches life lessons through poetry.
[Photo by Joe Trosen]
knowledge in their areas of
expertise, but their usefulness
does not end there. Our profes-
sors are Christians who trav-
el the same road we do, and
their Wisdom is waiting to be
tapped.
Will this be on the test?
by Danielle Kamps
Features Editor
Dordt's favorite organ, the
Casavant in the BJ Haan, has
regained its former glory. Its
huge missing D sharp pedal pipe,
gone for several months. has
been replaced.
The organ pipe saga began
in 1978 and 1979 with the cre-
ation and installalion of the
organ. Each pipe was handmade
in a factory in Quebec, Canada.
Because the pedal pipes are so
big, they were made in two sec-
tions and soldered together. The
low D sharp pipe, made from
high tin alloys, began to suffer
metal fatigue. In the last 20
years, this pipe h~d been saggi~
under its own massive weight,
When the organ tuner carne
recently, he noticed that this par-
ticular pipe was Ieantng.
Fearing that the pipe might
fall out of the organ all together, '
Calvinism that limits it to frown-
ing people making sure that no
one is having fun.
The point of the night
was to get Dordt students to
get to know their professors.
The professors have quite a bit of
news
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New open hours for East and North International
newsby Susan VandermeerStaff Reporter
The latest talk among residents of
East and North Hall has been centered
around the changes recently made in
the open-hours policies previously
imposed. Are they complaining? Not at
all.
Last semester, the hours of visit a-
tion by the opposite sex was limited to
4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Wednesday
and Thursday, 4:00 p.m. to 11 :00 p.m.
on Friday and Saturday and 8:00 p.m.
to 10:00 p.m. on Sunday. Although it
was accepted in the past, freshmen
complained that these hours were not
fair with so many freshmen living in
West Hall this year-they felt all fresh-
men should have the same open
hours.
This prompted two East Hall res-
idents. Emily Vander Hart and Holly
Bonnema, with the help of Resident
Assistant Brandie Ochsner, to create a
proposal that was submitted to
Student Forum. This proposal was
looked over and a sub-committee of
the Student Forum was created to
modjfy the proposal to include ratio-
nale in order to bring it before Student
Services and President Zylstra. It con-
sisted of the visitation hours of West
Hall. Rationale included the need for a
consistent policy that would generate
less confusion for visitors in the halls
and prevention of accidental breakage
of the policy. It was also stated that a
consistent policy would facilitate the
future integration of the Residence Life
Staff among freshmen and sopho-
mores.
When brought to Student
Services, they agreed with the propos-
al, except that visitation on Sunday
through Thursday should be limited to
10:00 p.m. for all students with open
hour policies. Members of the sub-
committee felt this would be unfair to
residents of West and Covenant Halls
who were alrea?y enjoying the luxury
of an 11:00 p.m' visitation curfew. The
proposal was then brought to Zylstra,
who agreed with Student Services, but
limited the curfew to only students liv-
ing in East and North Halls.
Freshmen students are now
enjoying a trial period of extended
open hours in effect from 4:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m. Sunday through Thursday
and 4:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. Friday
and Saturday. This will be re-evaluat-
ed at the end of the school year to con-
sider its adequacy for future years.
Various R.A.s have reported that the
residents of their wings are generally
happy with this change. With the
exception of an increase in noise lev-
els, R.As have found these changes to
be very good as well.
-.-Sttldents taste de real ting
by Allison De Jong
Staff Reporter
It was de real ting, mon! Last
Friday Keith Eric and his band
Waterhouse gave Dordt students and
faculty a taste of the Caribbean with
their afternoon workshop and evening
performance at the tropical party.
The workshop included an intro-
duction of the band members, a histo-
ry of Jamaican music, and a chance to
learn some funky dance moves to be
used later that eventng at the party.
Only white-sand beaches and the
sound of crashing surf were missing
from the De Witt Gymnasium, which
was decorated with palm trees,
pineapples and .flickering candles. A
volleyball net and hula hoops were
provided for extra entertainment. and
tropical punch and various fruits
made up the refreshments.
The people who attended the
party (not all were students) were not
disappointed. Many wore colorful cos-
tumes, which were enhanced by the
bright leis freely handed out. The
music was original, the dancing fun
and the tropical aura a refreshing
change from the cold of mid-winter.
The limbo contest added enjoyment as
well. Despite the participation of a few
persons under four feet tall, Dordt stu-
dents Rochelle Van Ry and, Sarah
Anna Young and Emily Hutten test dancers' agility with the limbo bar.
[Photo by Travis Bonnema]
Walsh tied for first place.
Keith Eric, a native of Jamaica,
founded Waterhouse in 1984 after
graduating from the American
Conservatory of Music. His purpose in
starting the band was to share
Jamaican music and culture with the
young people in the schools of
Chicago. Eric also presents a variety
of workshops which give the back-
ground of the different Caribbean
musical styles such as Reggae, Ska,
Dance Hall. Soca and Calypso. Now
he and his band tour the Midwest,
sharing their talents on college cam-




Jordan's King Hussein died this past Sunday
of cancer and was buried Monday on the grounds
of the royal palace. One-sixth of the country's
population, about one million people, attended
their klng's funeral as well as some important
world leaders. President Clinton and 3 former
presidents, George Bush, Jimmy Carter and
Gerald Ford flew to Jordan for this event. Other
leaders included Syrian President Hafez Assad,
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, Prime Israeli
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the ailing
Russian President Boris Yeltsin.
Hussein's coffm was carried on a cannon car-
riage escorted by his favorite Arabian stallion
horse. This horse bore a pair of Hussein's boots
placed backward in the stirrups as a symbol of a
fallen leader. To show respect for the ruler, the
horse will never be ridden again.
Hussein's eldes son, Abdullah bin AI
Hussein was crowned king at the age of 37, just
hours before his father passed away. He promised
to his people that he would continue in his father's
footsteps. His first ruling action as king was to
appoint his 19-year old half-brother, Prince
Hamzeh, as crown prince.
Camp Lejeune. North Carolina
The testimonies for Captain Richard Ashby's
trial of involuntary manslau~hter began on
Monday. One year ago, February 3, 1998, Ashby
was flying a mission when his EA-6B Prowler
radar jamming jet severed an Italian gondola ski
lift dropping 20 people to their deaths. The gon-
dola was positioned 368 feet above the ground,
600 feet lower than the one thousand foot mini-
mum altitude for Ashby's plane. If he is convict-
ed, he will face more than 200 years in prison on
20 manslaughter accounts. Prosecution says that
Ashby was being reckless and that he knew he
was under the required altitude, but his defense
says that optical illusions, poor communication
with the tower, and maps that didn't have the ski
lift marked on it are factors in this tragic event.
Washington D.C.
The 13 House prosecutors feel that they won't
convince Senate to remove President Clinton from
office, but they went at it for all they were worth
Monday, grinding Clinton into the ground.
Senators are preparing for a censuring motion
that would condemn President Clinton for his
affair and attempts of cover-up if the Senate does-
n't get the two-thirds vote to convict and remove
him from office. Deliberations began on Tuesday
and continue today. The Senate will to vote on the
2 articles of impeachment, the first one being for
perjury and the second for obatructlon of justice.
oplnlon• •
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Power & Perversity We Need to Disagree More
by Mitch Beaumont With a billion people watch-
Staff reporter ing this trash flashing across the
In the past couple years. 1V screen, there is no doubt that
network television has taken a a very large number of children
nose dive. While some of the net- and pre-teens were watching the
works are trying to get their act game. While I don't mean to say
together. there is one network in that these people can't determine
which I have noticed a decisive what is wrong and what is right,
decline in not only the quality of their perception of right and
programming, but also the cam- wrong is not fully developed yet,
mercials. The Fox network, it so when they see a commercial
seems to me, has always had a like the two I described. the
reputation for being sick and potential that they accept them
twisted in what they air. as being okay is frighteningly
Twoweekends ago Fox host-high.
ed the Super Bowl from Miami, Not only are Fox's commer-
Florida. The Super Bowl has cials lousy, but their animated
always had a very large viewing sitcoms are Just as bad. Fox has
audience, but this year was it added three new shows in addt-
astronomical. I've heard esti- tion to the trashy, blasphemous
mates of close to a billion people MSimpson's .... show which has
watching the gamel been on for years. Now
I'm sure it was good /--------, airing besides "the
for Fox to have a Simpsons" is "King oj
billion people "Take a look the Hal" and two
watching their net- brand new shows,
work. but I believe at what you "Famay Guy" and
that they took "1he PJ's." I haven't
advantage of the watch and seen these shows but
exposure and sub- h t I have read a sum-
jected the Viewers W a you mation of each show
to some real trash. feed you r on Fox's website. and
As I watched I can't believe that
the game. I was brain with." people would put
a b sol ute I y such trash on televi-
appalled at what sion for billions of
I was seeing. '\. ./ people to watch!
There were two spe- ,I say all this to
clffc instances that literally urge you, the reader, to take
made me want to hurl. The action against such blasphemous
first was a commercial for trash that is being aired on
..King of the Hill," one of Fox's national television. I know that
animated cartoons. The ad por- many students on this campus
trayed the male main characters watch shows like "The Simpsons"
of the show standing in front of and by no means is this sup-
the camera holding a pan over posed to be an attack on you, but
their groin area and threatening rather I encourage you to take a
to expose themselves. The next look at what you watch and what
commercial sequence portrayed you feed your brain with. So,
the back view of the same char- brothers and sisters in
acters as they removed the Christ, if you enjoy watching
pan. No, the fronts were not these shows, step back and
shown, but they were practt- examine their content from a
cally naked in front of a billion truly Christian perspective. And
people! The other instance was a if you have never watched 'them
Victoria's Secret commercial with and are led to do something
women parading around in about it, 1 urge you to take
underwear. I chose to look action and contact Fox
away from this commercial. through their website, or even
so I couldn't tell you exactly write a letter to the editor of your
what it portrayed, besides it local newspaper and voice how
wouldn't be appropriate for a you feel. It is one of our many
newspaper like this one. I can tell duties as Christians to examine
you that that same commercial what we watch and regulate it
was scheduled to appear on the so that it doesn't hinder our
Internet later that night. walk with our Savior.
by Sarah Walsh
Columnist
Often times, we, here at
Dordt, pride ourselves that the
Christian community of Dordt
College is a community that fos-
ters a warm environment for
growth for all of its members. We
point out that our campus
appears to be friendlier than
other campuses. While there is a
lot of truth to these claims, I
don't think that any students
would claim that Dordt exempli-
fies a community that has
arrived and is no longer in need
of examining itself.
How we deal with conflict
and disagreements as a commu-
nity may be one of the signs of
how our community is still grow-
i~g and maturing, One of my
profs once declared in class that
if there isn't disagreement on
this campus of nearly 1,500 stu-
dents, then something is dramat-
ically wrong. It is a very healthy
sign ifwe are comfortable enough
wtth each other to disagree. It is
also a sign of liveliness. It is
by working through different
points of view that we grow as
a community of believers. The
NewTestament is a model for us
Letter
I am writing in response to
Sarah Walsh's article "Why I'm a
Vegetarian," printed in the
January 28 issue of the
Diamond. While I respect her
right to choose what she will or
will not eat, I believe some of her
reasoning is flawed. Cutting
meat consumption would not
help people starving in other
countries. Less consumption
would only hurt the farmers who
produce the meat and grain.
Walsh states that if we
would just eat less meat there
would be enough food to feed all
the people in the world. Perhaps
Walsh does not realize that there
is already a huge oversupply of
grain in this country and many
other countries. The Quarterly
Grain Stocks Report reported the
1997-1998 soybean carryover at
approximately 200 million
bushels and estimated that the
1998-1999 carryover to more
than double to 465 million
bushels. The term carryover is
on how to respond to diversity
within the body, it tells us that
diversity is to be celebrated.
Knowing this, we can also
be assured that the Bible pro-
vides us with guidelines for how
this confrontation is to take
place. One of the first sugges-
tions we get from scripture is to
do everything in genuine love,
with a spirit of civility. We are to
be driven with a desire to under-
stand those with whom we dis-
agree with. It is also important
that we desire to build up the
Dordt community around us. If
the spirit with which we disagree
with others doesn't build up the
community, 1 would suggest that
it is questionable whether or not
the disagreement should even be
voiced.
Even though the diversity
shown through our disagree-
ments is a beautiful thing, why
does it often turn ugly? One rea ~
son for this could be that we
don't always possess the best
skills to disagree in constructive
ways. We are all learning,
stretching and growing in dif-
ferent ways. We may not
spend much time thinking
about 'the attitudes that show
to the
themselves as we disagree.
As a prerequisite to con-
structive disagreements, its help-
ful to have teachable hearts and
a willingness to be challenged-
something that is very difficult
for most of us. No one really
enjoys having their foundational
beliefs challenged.
One example of a non-help-
ful expression of disagreement
on campus happened within the
past week. A few freshmen pro-
duced an anti-Shamar meet-
ing poster. Aside to the free
advertising for Shamar, this
Joke didn't serve to build up the
Dordt community, and it didn't
leave room for Shamar to
learn from what these fresh-
men had to say. It came
across in an attacking manner.
Regardless of how difficult it
is to be civil at times, we are still
called to treat each other with
respect and love as well as to
season our words with grace. As
disagreements make themselves
known, It Is evident that we
are a campus th~t is commit-
ted to growing together. May we
continue to be driven by an
intense desire to understand and
build up one another.
used to describe the extra grain
that cannot be used durtng a
particular year and is therefore
stockpiled. The USDA puts the
1998-1999 corn carryover at 1.7
billion bushels and predicts a
two billion bushel carryover in
the year 2000.
One only has to look as far
as the local grain elevator to see
that there is an unbelievable
amount of corn and "soybeans.
This fall, my father decided to
buy more cattle in order to feed
more corn because there was
simply nothing else to do with it.
One nearby elevator refused to
take anymore corn because all
their bins were full and they had
hundreds of thousands of
bushels of corn lying on the
ground, Some of the corn ended
up rotting because there was
no place for it to go, and the
farmers did not want to sell
the corn because the price was
so low.
Corn prices have fallen 65
Editor
percent since July 1996 and soy-
bean prices have dropped 43 per-
cent in the last 18 months. The
wheat price is half of what it was
two years ago. These low prices
are a direct result of the oversup-
ply of ~n in our country. We
are awash. with grain, yet Walsh
wants us to cut meat consump-
tion in order to create even larg-
er stockpiles of grain.
It is sad when production
technology in a world still
suffering from hunger has
surpassed our distribution
and marketing capabilities. If
you really want to help people
who are starving. don't quit eat-
ing meat. but find a way to dis-
tribute the mountains of grain
that we have.
Enjoy eating meat, and rest
assured that you are not "suck-
ing the life out of the world's poor
and starving" by doing so.
Sincerely,
Mark Vander Pol
• •op i n i on




When I anived on Dordt's
campus for the first time, last
year, I saw a myriad of opportu-
nities being offered to the stu-
dent body. I was excited to try
everything and to add my own
ideas into the opportunity pool.
But, after being here for a while
and after trying out several of my
ideas, I have become disillu-
sioned by the general apathy of
Dordt students towards artistic
activities.
Several events in recent
memory serve as witnesses to
this apathy. For example, last
year "Over the Rhine" carne to
campus and played a show in
the BJ Haan for a grand total of
maybe 200 people. I realize that
not many people had heard of
them before they showed up. but
their impressive credentials had
preceded them (they opened for
Bob Dylan and are friends with
the Cowboy Junkies, among oth-
e~1. ~r~i.S.f!.-,Q., ~ag. R.t:"01l1ot~9-
them rather well.
Also last year, several stu-
dents (including myself]
arranged a daylong music festt-
val called Fire & Ice. After much
preparation and hours of work,
we pulled off a 12-hour benefit
show for Doug Eckardt's family.
It was actually a really good
show, looking at it as objectively
as I can. The only problem was
the lack of interest from stu-
dents.
Another example is the
Steve Bell show last month.
Here's a guy who just won a
Juno Award-which is essential-
ly the Canadian equivalent of a
Grammy-and it seems as if half
the campus never even knew he
was here. It's not that S.A.C.
isn't doing their job! They are
getting good musicians and
advertising well, but people don't
seem to be paying attention.
The final example I'll bring
up is the monthly S.A.C. spon-
sored coffeehouses on campus.
Students come, and that's a
start, but they do not listen to
any of the performers. Once
again, I have a personal interest
in this because I play there. aut
this isn't meant to be a personal
pity patty, It's just annoying for
a performer to prepare some-
thing and then, having per-
formed it, not even get applause
for his/her efforts. I think peo-
ple could support their fellow
students a little more.
So, why am I bringing this
all up? Well, I think that the
apathy shown by a majority of
Dordt students is somewhat
repulsive. Some students and
faculty members work hard sim-
ply so that students can be
entertained, and very few (often
not even close to half of the stu-
dent body) are willing to reward
those involved by simply showing
up to an event. I can guarantee
that just about anyone who likes
music-and most of us do-
would have enjoyed any of the
previously listed events, and, in
turn, would have rewarded
themselves by attending some of
these events.
It isn't like I'm asking you to
go the dentist so that he can
.start ripping teeth out of your
mouth. I'm just asking you to
enjoy yourself a little more and
respect the efforts of fellow stu-
dents by attending some of these
events. I don't think it's too
much to ask.
Arts speak of truth's elusiveness
by Jason Vande Brake
Guest Writer
Words do not sum up who
we are. Life does not fit into a
simple equation. The arts, recog-
nizing this fact, display the reali-
ty that life is not black and white,
but rather acknowledge the grays
in betwe~n. The arts question
what we assume to be the
answer and remind us that truth
is an elusive thing. And just
when we think we've got it fig-
ured out, the arts challenge us to
think again.
It seems to me that some-
thing is amiss in the way we look
at things in our culture. We seem
to have this idea that there are
certain persons chosen by God or
fate to be the privileged, the ones
given insight which the rest of
the world doesn't have. We are
told that some have been elected
to be artists and geniuses. This
group can go on and change the
world. Then the rest of us are
politely asked to go and become
middle class and boling.
What good is there in debat-
ing about trust or beauty when
life is reduced to the comfortable
predictability of a nine to five
workday? We're really not offered
an alternative to this. It just
seems to be our lot in life and,
well, so be it. But like it or not,
things aren't that easy. The elu-
sive nature of truth cannot be
avoided.
Have you ever been in a sit-
uation that made you feel like it
was you against the world? Like
every decision was the wrong
one? Have you felt grossly
unqualified to choose a course of
action? Sounds like Hamlet. Did
you ever want to express some-
thing too wonderful or horrtble or
complex for words? That was
Picasso's dilemma, How do you
know exactly how to live accord-
ing to the Lord's plan? There are
no easy answers,
In school, we are told that
we must be able to quantify our
knowledge and state our opin-
ions clearly and distinctly. If we
can't write an essay about it, it
either doesn't exist or doesn't
matter, And because of this, our
lives are often reduced to what
we can talk about. Here's the
problem with that-words will
only take us so far. God has cre-
ated us so that there is more to us
than words can describe. Have you
ever lookedat a word for so long that
it loses all meaning to you? If you
have not, feel free to experiment
on the following word-school.
All you can concentrate on
is how it looks and maybe how it
sounds. For some reason, the
meaning behind the word no
longer seems related to what
you're looking at on the paper or
the sounds your mouth forms
when you say it. Here's why that
happens. Worlds are only repre-
sentations of the meaning we
actually want to convey, The arts
allow us to go beyond ordinary
words. -The arts acknowledge
that even though two plus two
has always equalled four, ending
world hunger is hard to do, Can
you solve the problem of world
hunger in ten words or less? See




If you're at all like me (and
even if you're not), you take
some time out every other
Thursday to mull, ponder or
stew over the newest installment
of the Dordt College Diamond"
The day of the Diamond is
that long-awaited occasion when
the school paper becomes a pri-
mary focus of conversation at
the supper table. Roommates
love to chew on the Issues, make
a case for the tastiest article or
moan about which ones prove to
be indigestible. With frequency,
a fellow student's article or edi-
torial may evoke feelings of
gloom, anger, even a burning
desire for retribution.
Often I am caught up in
that rage, in the pandemonium
of passion that comes with tak-
ing things too seripusly. But
before I get too carried away,
before I do anything rash, any-
thing I might regret, I collect my
tho~hts and ask myself: What
would Jesus do?
If he's at all like me (and
even if he's not), surely he would
write a response in the next
issue of the Diamond, I tell
myself.
So, verily I say unto you:
that last issue of the Diamond
really had me chomping at the
bi\,
I wasn't offended by any
article in particular. No specific
editorial struck me as being out-
side of the norm for student
opinions. I just finally came to a
conclusion about what in the
Diwnond is consistently bother-
some.
The phenomenon may be
called the preacher's complex,
for lack of a better term, It is not
so uncommon. In fact, by defini-
tion, this editorial might make a
perfect example of just the sort
of thing I'm taiking about, This
"complex" is the very character
trait which helps give Christians
a bad name. Well, perhaps we
should own up to it. I mean,
really, who among us can .Peee
up a perfect opportunity to tell
another person how they should
live? Not many. It is pretty satis-
fying, after all, to have in our
capabilities the right words of
advice, the proper instructions
which will enable another per-
son to become as happy and per-
feet as us. Surely it is a great
feeling to have a powerful testi-
mony on our lips to go with that
bracelet on our wrists. I tell you
the truth.
We might stop to ask our-
selves, however, why we need a
bracelet to coax someone to ask
about our Chrtstiantty? Why do
we witness to others as if we are
the models for perfection instead
of uplifting the humble Christ
who has cleansed us before
God's sight? Why must we com-
mand others in loud voices to
boycott this and banish that?
Why do we yell and scream for
attention? Do our loving actions
not stand out clearly enough to
evoke the world's questioning
stares and gaping mouths?
If not, then something is
getting lost amid the noise of our
evangelistic hubbub. That same
something seems to be missing,
also, in many of the editorials
and articles I read on a regular
basis from my fellow sinners-
saved-by-Chrtst. I have a feeling I
knoW what that something is, only
I'm reluctant to tell you how much
you need to have it. Because if I'm
at all like you (and I'm sure that
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Off-campus study programs
even basic relationships are
difficult. Relationships are so
important here-I now under-
stand their value. God intend-
ed for us to live in a communi-
~ ty, not in a cocoon. Living out-
side the shell is a scary
thing-I'll be the first to admit
it. It requires vulnerability.
sacrifice and a willingness to
live outside the zone. Suffering
is a quality to be admired here.
It is a deep part of the culture
and is expected rather than
avoided. Conventional folk
wisdom is 'carried and believed
to the letter, regardless of con-
tradiction with scientific fast.
The common sense of the peo-
ple is extremely sound-borne
through long, cold winters and
harsh conditions of the years.
Many things contradict them-
selves and yet manage a peace-
ful co-existence somehow.
Russia has one eye on the past
and is blinking. in confusion. at
the future with the other. won-
dering what direction to take.
The Russia idea of Orthodoxy
and tradition was bankrupted
during the Soviet years and
Russians are now struggling to
find themselves in a post-com-
munist, post-Christian SOCiety.
Amid the confusion. uncertainty,
Reflections on Russia:
A Traveler's Perspective
Practical work part of Med Tech program
by Jill Vossen
Copy Editor
Note: The following is a collection
of ruminations written while I
was actually there-portions
of letters and journal entries.
Of the many impressions
that 1 have received since arriv-
ing in Russia. one of the most
prominent is that Russian soci-
ety can best be categorized as
The Great Paradox. So many
diametrically opposed things co-
extst peacefully and often sfde-
by-side in this country. Russia
longs for Western pop culture
and yet wants to remain isolated
in her own cultural traditions.
The pagan and Christian exist
together and have become inter-
twined in a' marriage called syn-
chritism. A desire to accomplish
many things on a grand scale
contrasts with the bogged
bureaucracy which prevents any
efficiency in task completion.
Everyone is in a hurry to get no
where. Cars are driven very fast
to destinations that have no
place to park them. Materialism
and consumerism contrast with
the reality of wages, placing even
the most basic of necessities




program is one of the lesser
known off-campus opportuni-
ties offered at Dordt. In fact,
most people don't know of the
program at all. unless they
Christian society exists with a
trend which pulls people back to
Orthodoxy. Orthodoxy is along-
side amoralism and atheism and
becomes something of a mar-
ketable commodity in its icons
and religious books sold in the
church building itself. Russians
can put more on a rocket and
launch it into space than any
other country in the world and
yet they can't make toilets that
work properly or electrical sys-
tems that function consistently.
The people have stoic C4Rres-
storrs and som er dark clothing.
but very warm hearts with hospi-
tality that has no boundary.
I realized today that I have
learned to really love Russia.
This place is funny-it steals a
part ofyou.
I have learned so many
things here I cannot begin to
recount in a feeble letter. I feel I
have even failed adequate repre-
sentation in my journal. So
many ideas, impressions and
experiences bombard me every
day, I can't always remember
everything later.
I realize also how very rich
we are, as Americans, and yet we
are so poor. Wehave allowed our-
selves to become so isolated from
each other and alienated that
know Cresta Zwart or myself.
Students at Dordt taking
biology and chemistry classes
are eligible to apply to several
Midwestern hospttafs for admit-
tance into the medical technolo-
gy program. During the stu-
dent's senior year, he or she
spends twelve months working
and studying at the hospital.
Jill Vossen poses in front of SI. Basil's in Red Square,
Moscow, while in Russia last semester. [Photo submitted]
turmoil and paradoxes. however,
there are beautiful people with
great stories, if only we would
stop to listen.
"Russia, whither fliest
thou?" Answer! She gives no
answer. The ringing of the bells
melts into music; the air, torn to
shreds. whirs and rushes like
the wind, everything there is on
earth is flying by and the other
states and nations, with looks
askance. make way for her and
draw aside" {Nikolai Gogal,
"Dead Souls1.
After the completion of the
internship, the student gradu-
ates both from Dordt and the
hospital's program. At that
point, the student is a "clinical
laboratory scientist."
ThiS year, Cresta and I
learned how to draw blood, do
cross matches, CBCs. test for
AIDS . . . all the way to doing a
uIinalysis. (Fans of ER should
be familiar with these terms).
We also attend lectures by doc-
tors and technologists from the
two participating hospitals in
Sioux City. St. Luke's and
Marton. We still take tests and
quizzes. but it is a completely
different experience learning
hands-on with real patients.
It is a great experience to
get off campus and have an
almost real job. Being at the
hospital every day at seven
a.m., no naps. real patients and
autopsies . . . these are the
tltings that make it a real job.
The almost part is that we still
pay tuition.
features






For one week I was part of
the Sadaka household.
Seventeen-year-old Charlotte
was my friend and interpreter.
Mama Nabila fed me more
fa tty foods than I care to
remember and her husband.
Baba Shaker, worried each day
that I was not careful enough
when walking through their
neighborhood. I was a
stranger to them in lan-
guage, manners and customs.
The family wore pajamas all the
time. The only reason to risk
one's clothes was for trips out of
the hotrse! onty-srree-durmg my
stay did I see Mama Nabila
without her nightgown and
slippers.
Sh ed dy .t.he Sadakas'
oldest son, is living in New
Jersey and knows that I am
living at school, away from
my family. Once a week
Sheddy calls me to be sure
that I am well and have not
from
East
quite forgotten all of my Arabic.
~use his family knows me
and because he is a man,
Sheddy has the responsibility of
checking on me peIiodically. If
I ever have a problem, Sheddy
would expect me to calion him.
"Salaam allekum," I said as
greeted Hussein. "Allekum
salaam," he replied as we kissed
each other once on each cheek.
"Izzayak?" I inquired, asking
how he was. "Kwayiss, ill-
hamdilallah," he answered.
(Well, praise to God),
"werrt l?" and how was I?
"Illhamdilallah," I responded,
. praise to God. In my broken
Arable- and hIs -broken-Bnglteh
we were able to establish that
he would buy tea and Iwanted
only one spoonful of sugar.
He would send his friend
Yassir. Yassir, Hussein
informed me, wanted to
marry an American girl
and avoid the required
military service. I d.id not
ask Hussein how he was
the
avoiding his three years of
duty; we both knew that if
he did not run from the
police who came to force
him to comply, his family
would starve.
Yassir returned with the
tea and his brother Magdi.
Magdi is studying to be a
tour gutde and speaks four
languages fluently, though
his Dutch and Italian need
some work. Hussein and
Magdi confer for a moment
in Arabic which I cannot
understand, though I gather
that I am the issue in ques-
tion. The result is that
Magdi proclaims my
friends unl1ke the other
students. "When you say
'no' to beer, to kissing, to
any fun, you mean it," he
tells me. "You are nice peo-
ple and we like you, but you
are not like the French, the
German, the Australian."
Lisa Ochsner checks out the local transportation during her
semester abroad. (photo submitted]
Chicago Met: an unforgettable experience
by Anna Young
Stafr Reporter
The very first day they
scramble through downtown
Chicago and land at the
Executive Plaza Hotel where they
have rooms on the 48th floor
looking down over the Chicago
River and the infamous
Wacker Drive. They are then
thrown into riding the sub-
way and going to interviews
and figuring out where to live
and who to live with. After
the first week, they've all got
internships, some at huge
organizations like
WorldBank. YMCA. ABC and
AMOCO, others at small, rtnky-
dink businesses and social
service agencies. For three
months, four days of the week
are full of interning - getting cof-
fee, learning the names of super-
visors and coworkers, giving pre- i
sentations, getting more coffee,
some learning more about their
chosen fields, others simply
learning to photocopy. The
nights are spent crammed into
one-bedroom apartments talking
about the city, the concrete, the
homeless, the beggars, the pro-
jects, hope, the future,' God and
back home. Fridays are spent
in classes with professors like;
George Beukema whose
nature it is to teach and
Clinton Stockwell who h a a
more than 800 books in his
office, half of them on the
subject of "Chicago. "!
Weekends bIing walks along the
beach up towards Navy Pier,
plays and symphonies, small,
ethnic restaurants, used book
stores and thrift shops, muse-
urns, and long readings at Barnes
and Nobles over strong cups of
Starbucks' coffee.
And all of it, all of the
dark passageway's to the
subway, all of the passion-
ate talk of making a differ-
ence, all of the disparity of
not making a difference, all
of the thought and emotion
that go into having reality
reach out and slap you in the
face and then draw back again to
see your reaction, all of it cul-
minates in one distinct.
unforgettable memory that
forever rests in and changes
the point of your perspective.
sports
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Men split last four: sit in fifth place in sOle
by Craig Broek
Sports Reporter
The Dordt Defenders men's
basketball team won two out of
four' in the past two weeks,
putting them in fifth place in the
current SDIC standings with six
games to play. five of them con-
ference games.
Sioux Falls University 81.
Dordt 71
Dordt went on the road on
January 27 to take on the
Cougars of USF. Both teams
played close throughout. with
Sioux Falls holding the slight
half-time advantage at 35-32.
Dordt played well in the second
half but couldn't seem to get over
the hump. dropping to 3-4 in the
conference, losing 81-71. Neal
Brenneman led Dordt with 17,
followed by Adam Van Meeteren
with 15. Van Meeteren pulled
down seven rebounds and
Brenneman took six of his own.
Dordt 69. Buena Vista 59
Dordt hosted BV in a make-
up game on February 2 at the De
Witt Gymnasium. Dordt jumped
out to the early lead and took a
seven point halftime lead at 31-
24. The scoring opened up a
bit in the second half, but
Dordt took over and went on
for the non-conference victo-
ry by the score of 69-59.
Brenneman again led Dordt with
16 points and nine rebounds.
Brian Wassenaar followed with
14 points, Dordt held BV to cold
shooting from the outside, con-
necting on only 5-26 from behind
the three point line for 19,2 per-
cent. Dordt also held the advan-
tage at the free throw line as the
Beavers only reached the charity
strtpe four times, making good
on two opportunities,
Dordt 70.
South Dakota Tech 69
The Defenders picked up a
huge road win the first night of
their Black Hills weekend by
defeating the Hardrockers on
their home floor. After trailing by
four at the half, Dordt kept the
game close throughout, finally
trailing by a point with 8.5 sec-
onds left. With the length of the
floor to go, Dordt in-bounded to
sophomore Mike Ribbens who
dribbled the length of the floor,
penetrated and hit the win-
ning shot with 1.5 seconds
left for the win. Coach Greg Van
Soelen was proud of his team's
effort. "Every time we would fall
behind five or seven points, we
would make a little run. We never
got out of stliking distance -
that's important on the road. We
wanted to have a chance at the
end." The victory evened Dordt's
conference record at 4-4 heading
into the following night's battle
with Black Hills State,
Brenneman led all scorers with
18. followed by Ertc Maas and
Van Meeteren with 11 and Mike
Fransman with ten, Brenneman
also pulled down 11 rebounds.
- Gil
SEASON STATS
Dordt is led in scoring by
Neal Brenneman. who aver-
ages 15,5 points per game.
and also leads with 7.5
rebounds per game. Adam
Van Meeteren and Randy
Oostra are the other two play-
ers in double figures, each aver-
aging 11.1 points per game,
Oostra also grabs 5,6 caroms per
game and leads the team with
18 blocked shots. Mike
Fransman leads Dordt defen-
sively with 25 steals while
also dishing out 55 assists on
the season,
Women set team and individual records:





The Lady Defenders put on
a show for the home crowd,
almost doubling the score of
their opponents. By reaching
100 points, the women broke the
previous school record for scor-
ing in one game, 99, which was
set in November of 1996. Also,
56 first-half points tied a record
that had been matched two other
times in school history. Lisa
Roos and Serena Van Beek were
the scoring leaders, netting 18
and 17 respectively, With the
win, Dordt improved to 10-6 for
the season.
Dordt 66. Sioux Falls 62
Coming hot off their record-
breaking output against Martin
Luther, Dordt went to Stewart
Center to challenge the
University of Sioux Falls on their
home floor. At half time, the
women were down by 10 points.
However, 20 points from Lori
Roos and Carla Geleynse's 19
enabled Dordt to pull ahead and
Black mlls State U.
74. Dordt 45
Dord t ran into a
buzz saw in the first
half as they wrapped
up their Black Hills
SWing, BHSU,




early and didn't let
them back into the
game, racing out
to a 48-16 half-
time lead. Dordt
actually outscored
BHSU in the second





with 9, followed by
Wiebe Vander Hoek
with 7, Maas pulled
down 8 rebounds to
lead Dordt. The loss
-'put Dordt at 4-5 in
the conference with
five SDIC games left
to play. The· Freshman Eric Maas works for a tough bucket in the paint.
Defenders trall [Photo by Travis Bonnema]
Huron by one
game and Dakota Wesleyan
by two. Wesleyan visits the
De Witt Gymnasium
tonight for a big conference
match-up. BHSU sits atop the
conference standings with an 8-1
record in conference play and
20-3 overall.
defeat the nationally-ranked
Cougars in a close battle. Lisa
Roos pulled in 10 rebounds this
game. and in doing so, became
the leading rebounder in Lady
Defenders' history. At 816 and
counting, she broke the record of
809 rebounds held by Anita
Tinklenberg who played from
1992-1996,
Dordt 65.
South Dakota Tech 68
This was another nail-biter
game against-a nationally ranked
team as Dordt made number 14
South Dakota Tech work hard
for a win. It was close through-
out, with a halftime score of 29-
32. Despite Carla Geleynse's 17
point effort and out-shooting
Tech in every area, the victory
still narrowly eluded them, The
loss dropped the team to 3-5 in
the loop.
Dordt 80.
Black HIlls State 78
Still on the road. this time
at a venue where the Lady
Defenders had never won, the
ladies refused to succumb to the
intimidation of foreign turfs.
Down by one at the halftime
mark, they brought the game to
a tie. forcing the Lady
Yellowjackets to an overtime
decision in the Donald E. Young
Center, The women came out on
top of this back and forth battle
much in part to Kelli Holwerda,
who had 20 points and 12
boards, and Usa. Roos, who poured
in 17 counters. The win brought
Dordt to a 12-7 record overall and
4-5 in the SOle. good enough for
a tie for fifth place, The top four
teams in the conference qualify
for postseason play, making the





by Jocelyn Van Beek
Sports Reporter
On January 30, Dordt's
indoor track team went to Sioux
City for the CSD Championship
meet. They did quite well there
and set three school records.
The men's 4x400 relay
team consisting of Troy Ten
Napel , Jon Dekker s , Steve
Holwerda and Ron Kingma set
a record in this race with a time
of3:27.10. Ron Kingma also set a
record in the 400 M. turning in
a time of 51.49 seconds. The
third record broken was by Jill
Starkenb urg. who pole vaulted
her way to a height of9'6". Maria
Davelaar also did very well with a
throw of 36'S" in shotput.
As for overall team effort.
the men and women did very
well at this meet, considering
the size and extent of the com-
petition.
On Saturday, February 6.
Dor-dt's team traveled to the
Untveeetty of S94.tth akot
meet in Vermillion. Two more
records were broken at this
meet, with many of the tndtvtd-
uals and relay teams coming
very close to breaking even
more.
Erica Ton set one mark. in the
trtple jump with a jump of 36'10 3/4".
The 4xlOO Relay team gathered the
other with a time of 44.69 sec-
onds. This relay consisted of Dan
Altena, Eric Carlson, Steve
Holwerda and Troy Ten Napel.
Maria Davelaar did very well
in the shotput with a throw of
38'6". Troy Cok fell short of the
best triple jump by one inch with
his jump of 42'9".
The 4x800 relay teams also
did well at this meet. The women
who ran this relay were Lisa
Cannegteter. Tabitha Vander
Wilt, Angie Nibbelink and
Cathy Palmer. The mens' team
consisted of Jeff Summerhays,
Jon Dekkers, Jim Dekkers. and
Ron Kingma. The men fell .16 sec-
onds short of gaining the new
record in this event.
The team will compete
next in-the South Dakota Iowa
Conference meet in Spearfish,
South Dakota. Black Hills State
University will host the meet
on February 20.
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Blades break losing streak:
tie SDSU four to four
The Blades
ended the losing Guy Ratcliff pauses to check out the Iowa State defense before passing the puck during Saturday night's
streak in fine faeh- loss. [Photo by Joe Trosen]
ion as they
stormed back.from a..third..p<!I:h
ad 3-1 deficit to take a 4-3 lead
late in the game on goals by
VanNiejenhuis. Bentum, and
Zuidhof. After Saarloos gave
Dordt a 1-0 lead early in the
second with his first of the
year, SDSU scored two straight
before the period was over to
take a 2-1 lead into the dressing SDSU 8. Dordt 2
room. The Blades didn't really
deserve to trail by only one goal
as goaltender Tim Hoogland
faced 34 shots in the first two
pertods alone. Going into the final
frame, one goal down is a familiar
story line for the Blades this season
and some fans were expecting the
same disappointing finish to the
story. When SDSU scored three
minutes into the third it looked
like another loss. There was Iowa State 11. Dordt 1
only six minutes left when Van
.Niejenhuis started the come-
back and with threeand a half min-
utes to go the Blades found them-
selves with a 4-3 lead. The crowd
was buzzing, having yet to be this
dose to victory at home this season.
Desperation hockey ensued as
SDSU poured on the pressure. The
Blades' failed to clear the puck.
allowing an SDSU player to make a
nice pass to a teammate right
in front of the net, who deflect-
ed the tying goal in with under
two minutes to go. The Blades
hardly saw the other side of the





for all you Blades
fans, the streak is
finally over. Blades
fans were rewarded
with a 4-4 tie back
on January 29
against a hard hit-
ling SDSU squad,
The tie broke a 16
game losing streak
that goes back to
the first game of
the season.
Dorelt 4. SDSU 4
ened.ro steal .the game.....back in
overtime. With diehard goal-
tending from Hoogland and a
little help from the crossbar,
the Blades hung on for their
first tie of the season. It was a
great game that Blades fans
deserved to enjoy.
SDSU carne out strong in
this one and the Blades didn't
bother to reply. Before ten minutes
had past, SDSU took a 4-0 lead
and never looked back.
Zuidhof added his second goal
of the weekend while Bekkering
provided the other half of the
offense for the Blades.
The Blades failed to
muster up any offense in this
game as they failed to click on
any of their five powerplayoppor-
tunities. After surviving the
first with a two goal deficit, the
uninspired Blades got ham-
mered by Iowa State's junior
varsity squad. Saarloos
notched the only goal for the
Blades in an interesting seg-
ment of 3 on 3 hockey. A
parade to the penalty box
by both teams gave the play-
ers a little bit of extra skating
room and Saarloos took advan ....
tage. The. Blades were plagued
with colds. as Vander Plaat and
Mark Bentum were forced to sit
out while many others players
were suffering on the bench.
Iowa State 9. Dordt 4
After an anemic first perlod,
the Blades played two strong
periods of hockey in the second
and third. The forward line of
Van Niejenhuis. Saarloos, and
Vande Kraats had a strong
night, with at least one of them
contributing on all four of the
Blades' goals. Van Niejenhuis,
Vande Kraats, and Zuidhof
scored one each and Van
Berkel scored his first of the
year on a rebound as the
Blades were able to overcome
the clutchy Iowa State defense.
Iowa State's five first period
goals, however, were too much




With the season winding
down and only two home
games remaining, it's appropri-
ate now to congratulate all of
those Blades' fans who keep
coming out. There's no hiding
it, it has been a tough year for
this team and I'm sure it's
been a big disappointment to
a lot of the players. It's hard to
say how much of it is a lack of
ability and how much of it is a
lack of hard work, but no
doubt these guys believe they
could have done better. So to
all of you fans who travel the
45 minutes to get to Luverne
and pay your two or three
American dollars per game,
thanks for coming out. I think
it says something about the
game of hockey that these fans
are willing to pay the price to
see these guys go out and play,
when. despite a handful of
good efforts by the guys, the
fans usually end up seeing a
loss. The two remaining home
games are February 19 and 20.
against a beatable Carleton
College team. If you haven't
gone to a game yet this year, or
even if you've made sure that
you haven't missed one yet,
these are two you will want to
see. The Blades want to win in
front of the home crowd and
they will be giving it all they
got, hoping to fmish strong.
Visit the new Blades home
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Students put finishing touches on their
characters in preparation for opening night.
[Photo by Joe Trosen]




At the end of this
month, the Dordt College
Theatre Department will be
putting on a play entitled
"Joyful Noise," It's about the
writing of a timeless piece of
music, known virtually all
over the world. This music
is, of course, the "Messiah."
According to professor
Simon du Tcit, the play is
about the writing of th.e
"Messiah". including
Handel's struggles with
being an artist in the cul-
ture of his time. du Tait
states that the play is
"almost absolutely histori-
cally accurate" because the
writer (Tim Slover) did a
great deal of intensive
research into Handel's life
and the conditions under
which the "Messiah" was writ-
ten and moo to present history
as accurately as possible.
The cast is made up of
Dordt students. with Jason
Vande Brake starring as
George Frederick Handel
and Rochelle Van Ry co-
staffing as Susanna Maria
eibber. the actress who
sings in the London pre-
miere 01the" Messiah." Other
members of the cast include
Laeton Boschull, Ben Krysheld,
Brian Wisselink, Kim De Groot
Jeff Ploegstra. Janel Kragt.
Sean Covington, Eric Van
Wyk, Emily Deutschman
and Amy Vroom. Ploegstra.
a senior who plays the role
of Charles Jennens (who
wrote the libretto for the
"Messiah"), says that on the
surface, the play is about
the writing of the "Messiah",
but there is a deeper theme
of redemption through the
development and creation of
the music. According to
Ploegstra, at the end of the
play it is the music that is
emphasized above all else. It
is the meaning of the music
that overshadows all of the
human struggles and circum-
stances under which it was cre-
ated, such that the music
becomes a medium of praise to
the" Messiah."
du ToU says that his
goal through the presenta-
tion of "Joyful Noise" is "to
bring praise to God through
the staging of an entertain-
ing and highly spiritual
piece of theatre." He
acknowledges that the
themes and style of "JOlJful
Noise" are a strong contrast to
the fall production of
"Macbeth." but it is more
dramatic and entertaining.
Both du Toit and Ploegstra
predict that· the audience
will be very pleased with
"Joyful Noise."
"Joyful Noise" will be
performed in the Te Paske
Theatre on February 26 and
27 and on March 5 and 6. at
7:30 p.m.
THE GALLERY
by Kirstin Vander Giessen
Arts &: Entertainment Editor
I used to be wary of anyone
who looked at something in a frame
on a wall. in a museum, or on a
stage and, because it didn't make
immediate sense, claimed that it
was not art. Now I'm not so sure.
We in the age of Post-
modernism are faced with the all or
nothing dilemma. Either everything
is valid or nothing is at all, because
It's impossible to pick and choose
what is true art and what isn't. So
I don't want to fall into the category
that says nothing is art, but what
do Ido when an artist feels the need
to pack a neutral room with the
absurd and call it an art exhibit?
My friend told me a story last
week about a high school trip to an
art museum in Vancouver; British
Columbia. One exhibit featured,
enshrined in glass cases and rest-
ing on white pillows. used tampons
from all over the world. Huh? And
oh the opposite side of the spec-
trum from that artist, we have a
history professor whom I witnessed
accost Jackson Pollack for being an
idiot in thinking that throwing his
painted self onto a canvas was
artistic.
I guess the only conclusions I
can come to are that the population
in general has a phobia of con-
demning anything as not being art
and that the definition of art is rel-
ative. That being true, is it our duty
to display used tampons for the
sake of that one woman who will
walk in to the room and think,
"Wow. Someone understands me"?
Maybe.
Here are some quotes that
helped confuse me. Maybe. like
Ernest Gombrich exemplifies. the
key is not to take a side on the
issue. but to explain it.
[Jacksonl Pollock does not
seem to be especially talented, there
being too much of an air of baked
macaroni about some of his pat-
terns, as though they were scram-
bled baroque designs.
Parket Tyler, in View, 1945
(Abstract art is] and ersatz for
plastic art ... ln reality, no abstract
art can exist, as art- tends to repre-
sent figuratively either the artist's
inner world, or the exterior world.
or and interdependence between
the two.
Benjamin Peret. in
L'Almanach surreabste du demi-
steele 1950
Abstract art? A product of the
untalented. sold by the unprinci-
'.&-~.', •
pled to the utterly bewildered.
AI Capp, in the "National
Observer". 1963
The battle is won. We all agree
now that any form in which an
artist can express himself is legiti-
mate, and the more sensitive per-
ceive that there are things worth
expressing that could never have
been expressed in traditional forms.




art ... this affected juggling ... all this
damn nonsense.
Sir Alfred Munnings, speech
at the Royal Academy, 1949
Paper cups lined up on the
street, pieces of paper thrown into
an empty lot, no mater how many
ponderous reviews they get in "Art
News", are a waste of time. If these
clumsy attempts are at all hopeful,
it is only in so far that they are
signs of the breakdown of 'fine art.'
Shulamith Firestone. "The
Dialectic of Sex" 1972
'I11c history. of-art in -thts cen-
tury is seen, partly, as a history of
revulsion. Artists have tried to
avoid something, to not do some-
thing,
Ernest Gombrich, quoted in
"Radio Times", 1979
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Postmodernism for the Masses:
Coupland's Life After God
DOUCLAS
.""'-dcOUPLAND
by Ryan Vande Kraats
Staff Reporter
famous perhaps being Generation X
(he was the first one to apply that
phrase to that generation). The book
that Iam gOing to talk about is one of
his more recent novels. "Life After
God··
Writers, in general, have the
power to create history. Within their
novels and stories, a good author can
capture a moment in time and pre- This book is really more of a
serve it. These novels and sto- collection of short fictional
ries can serve as valuable tools pieces, but it can be read as a
for readers-a good story can pro- longer work as well. There is a
vide insight into the past. For constant theme that nms through
example, one can learn a lot out all of the pleces; they all deal with
about the decadence and lazy lMng and growing up in a society
morals of the twenties by read- that has moved on from traditional
Ing "The Great Gatsby" by morality and entered a time of rela-
Fitzgerald or "The Sun also Rises tivityand postmcx:lemism.There is a
by Hemmingway." Or, by read- certain cynicism and darkness
ing Jack Kerouac, one can learn that pervades most of these etc-
a bit about the underground ries. In one of the stories, the
poetry and jazz scene in the narrator tells the tales of the
fifties. But who will come to people who live in his apartment
~1ilIIr-_.id,!ie,"fi!fn!fes.o!io~u!!r-J~e"nl'e"r"""",,·o!!l!'-llJJja;!!t,-..b""l·ll::ling·drug ddtcts, prosti-
great works will tell future gen- tutes and abusive boyfriends.
erations about our decade, the Another section deals with
nineties? Coupland's own childhood fears
One of the most prominent of nuclear war and the destruc-
writers to establish himself as the tion of humanity.
voice of the nineties is Douglas Personally, I really enjoy
Coupland, a thirty-seven-year-old Coupland's books. Though they
Vancouver resident. Since 1991 he are often a bit bleak and quirky.
has published six novels, the most he creates characters that are
real and believable. His observa-
tions on our modern society are
pretty much right on. We really are
lMng in a world that has moved on
from the church as a prevalent sodal
institution. So, I do think that
perhaps Coupland could be our
writer; the writer that will come
to define our generation. That
could be disappointing to some
of you, but I think he does come
pretty close to capturing society
at large.
I thought that Iwould leave you
all with some interesting insights
from "LifeAfter God."
"It wasn't animals who invented
machines, itwas humans. So what is
it about our essential humanity that
we are expressing with our inven-
tions? What is it that makes us us?
I thought-of how odd it is ios bil-
lions ofpeople to be alive, yet not one
of them is really quite sure of what
makes people people. The only activ-
ities that I could think of that
humans do that have no animal
equivalent were smoking, body-
building, and writing. That's not
much, considering how special
we think we are."
Patch Adams is simply Powerful
by Justin Westerbof
Staff Reporter
In one of the initial scenes in
"Patch Adams", Hunter Adams
(Robin Williams) checks intn a
mental institution for depression
and is posed with this question:
"How many fingers do you see?"
"Four," says Adams.
"Four?! .. Four!"
The man who asks him is a
genius entrepreneur, who everyone
else mistakes for a nut. However,
the question he asks is central to
the theme of the movie.
This inspirational film
answers this question, but also
shows the effect one person who
cares about others can do. The old
man tells Adams, "Look past the
problem and focus on the solution."
(When the old man puts his fingers
up in front of Adams face, and one
focuses on the solution (the person)
the fingers blur. This man's ques-
tion gave Adams the inspiration to
go onto being a doctor. Adams then
goes to medical school with his new
nickname "Patch", and sneaks into
the hospital to cheer people up, ful-
fill their last wishes, and improve
the quality of their lives with some
classic Robin Williams' humor. His
motto becomes. "If you treat the
disease, you have a 50/50 chance.
If you treat the person, you will
always win."
Although some of the plot
was cliche, I don't believe the
intention of this movie was to
be an artistic masterpiece. It
brilliantly outlined what a life
in the service of others means,
and what it does for the people
one serves, and what it can
mean for the servant.
In one scene, an older woman
refuses to eat. The rest of the resi-
dent doctors have tried everything
and have no idea what to do.
With their tails between their
legs, they turn to Patch. Patch
was interested in the person
and not just the disease. He
knew that this iady had always want-
ed to swim in a pool full of noodles ever
since she was a littlegirl. So, they set
up a pool full of noodles in the
hospital lawn. Patch and the
older woman go swimming and she
began eating. Scenes like this Jill the
audience with a fresh hope and a dis-
tinct calling when the movie is over.
"Patch Adams" is a "must-see"
for those who find their calling in
working with people, or for those
who enjoy great comedy woven
around an obvious theme. "Patch
Adams" is simply powerful.
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Justice • •In economics
sure of success is accurate and just.
Jude Fernando, professor of
economics at Dordt. has spent much
time learning from the women and
men in the villages of Bangladesh. He
has seen the outworking of micro-
credit programs at the grassroots level
and researches the apparent success
of these programs and non-govern-
mental organizations in these villages.
Fernando suggests that the suc-
cess of micro-credit programs is
dependent on the institutions that are
seen to contribute to the oppression
of women. The family, local govern-
ment, money lenders and non-govern-
mental organizations are all forces
which complicate the benefits of these
programs. Instead of being empow-
ered. "women are placed under enor-
mous pressure to maintain existing
modes of social relations, on which
depend not only high rates of loan
repayment, but also the survival of
their families," says Fernando.
This is a complex issue. Women
are being active members in commu-
nity development, but their everyday
lives are not made easier. These
women work within social structures





with justice. This was the call we
heard from Brian Ftkkert. this year's
distinguished alumni, who recently
came to Dordt and talked with us
about our shared call to spend our-
selves on behalf of the poor.
Women in Third Worldcountries
are working with, what Brian Ftkkert
would call. an alternative to a life of
injustice and poverty. They have
joined micro-credit programs which
give each of them the opportunity to
have enough credit to take out a loan
in order to start a small enterprise.
Micro-credit programs demand com-
mitment and members are held
accountable to one another. If one
member does not make her payments,
the other members do not receive
their loans.
Success, measured in good
rates of loan repayments, income pro-
duction and improved health. has
been high within these programs,
according to Fikkert. yet, on the
other side of this development model.
there are others who ask if this mea-
-------------.o MONDAY NIGHT
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dlnation to men. men who have more
bargaining power in economic. gov-
ernmental and familial spheres.
Fernando writes, "Inequalities are
socially constructed through the
mediation of religious, cultural and
biological norms held in the society."
In theory, micro-credit pro-
grams sound good. Yet,as they oper-
ate in the villages of Bangladesh,
Fernando found they produced and
supported the very institutions that
were bringing oppression. The micro
credit programs supported by non-
governmental organizations became
the "New East India Company" and
the "foreign money lenders" benefit-
ting the local traders and lenders
more than the women themselves.
Empowerment of women in
these situations and renewal of entire
communities cannot take place by
merely recognizing the oppressive
forces within the society. The first
step of empowerment, Fernando
explains, is transformation of power
relationships. A change is first need-
ed. not in economic income, but "in
values, attitudes. indeed, their entire
worldvtew,"says Fernando.
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that working women receive 76
cents for every dollar that
working men earn. This rate
has increased from past years
(in 1979, women earned 63
cents for every dollar that men
earned) but still, women are
being paid 25 percent less than
men. Many attribute this wage
difference to gender discrimi-
nation, but it is women's expe-
rience, education, hours spent
at work, industry and occupa-
tion that influence the "wage
discrimination" to a greater
degree. Women with the same
experience and education who
enter a certain occupation and
are able to spend as much time
working as men, make 98 cents
to every dollar that men make.
Therefore, it is not that employers
are discriminatory, because they
pal' for what they get.
Typically, women have
less experience because they
leave the work force at times
due to family or household
duties. Women have typically
gotten less education, again
because of family commit-
ments. Whereas men who work
full-time, on an average, put 45
hours of work in, women put in
an average of 40 hours. Also,
women often enter what are
seen as "women's occupations"
which typically pay less.
Therefore, since women don't
have as many years of experi-
ence, don't have as high of an
education, work less hours and
enter professions that pay less, the
result is that their income on the
whole is less than mens.
The whole situation could
appear to be somewhat of a rut
for women, when both they and
men are taught that women
have a majority of the responst-
btlitles in the home-responsi-
bilities that are typically not as
highly valued compared to
work outside the home. These
women go on to get less educa-
tion and choose to enter an
occupation that pays less
because they figure they will
drop out of the work force eventu-
ally to be at home. nus is accept-
ed because women are supposed
to take on the role of "mother," but
in our society and economy,
"mother" is less valued than
"architect" or "engineer."
Liberation for women in
the work-force will not truly come
until both women and men work
together to recognize their joint
demands and responsibilities.
Women must be freed from the
belief that they are lesser in soci-
ety. They must be given the
opportunity (or seize the oppor-
tunity) to get as much educa-
tion as men, work as many
hours as they desire and enter
any occupation they choose.
Finally, when the responsibility of
women as "mother'fs seen not as
a lesser role or weakness, but
as a strength and an asset to
society, then not only women,
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